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Geese Flying over the A12 at Rivenhall End and a 

horse somewhere in Rivenhall 



Our Services this Month 

February 2017 
5th Feb. 2017   4th Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy communion 

11 am St Mary’s  All Age Service 
 

12th Feb. 2017  3rd Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion with Sunday School 
 

19th  Feb. 2017  2nd Sunday before Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s  Matins 

6.30 pm Congregational Church Silver End Joint Coral Service 
 

26th Feb. 2017  Sunday Next before Lent 

9.30 am St Francis  MP 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Maureen Scollan   01376 517863 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 
 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar 

Christmas has probably become little more than a memory for 

most people now: decorations are long taken down and put 

away, the tree either put out for recycling in the garden waste 

or if artificial, wrapped and put back in the loft, and even that 

rogue drawing pin or piece of blu-tack with a single remaining 

thread of tinsel attached to it, has been spotted and removed 

from the ceiling or doorway!  

For many people, Christmas is about giving. God giving him-

self to us through Jesus, remembering the gifts which the Ma-

gi brought at Epiphany, and of course for many of us gifts 

which we then in turn give to our own loved-ones. Or course it 

is possible that you might be reading this just inside the 

Christmas season. As you may know, the season isn't truly 

over until the feast of Candlemas (or the presentation of Jesus 

by Mary and Joseph in the Temple), which is remembered on 

the 2nd February. 

But why should the sense of 'giving' now come to an end? Of 

course, and as already noted, many people will buy gifts for 

others at Christmastime. But the practicalities and cost of do-

ing this too often would for the most part be prohibitive. Not 

to mention the loss of the sense of the specialness of it all too. 

But there are other ways in which we can give if we're able to 

as well. 

For example, in January we were dazzled by the generosity of 

other people who donated all sorts of things including warm 

clothing, sleeping and 'bivvy' bags, bedding and so on for 

Hope House in Manor Street in nearby Braintree. Soon to be 

re-opened following the loss of the previous building, Hope 

House could be seen as a 'half-way' house or stage, with the 

aim of 'breaking the cycle of homelessness' for those who 

come through it's doors, who are currently sleeping rough. It's 

shocking that the problem of homelessness is still such a large 

one in our country in today's day-and-age, and initiatives such 

as this show real compassion and love to some of the most 

vulnerable in society, at a time when in the greatest of need. 
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With this in mind, may I extend grateful thanks to everyone 

who was able to help in any way. At this time, we're keeping 

things on hold for further donations of goods whilst the Hope 

House volunteers work out what is now most needed. Though 

I know that they are ever grateful of hats and scarves which 

are also given out to homeless people as part of their work. 

But do keep an eye out for a future update of anything which 

they are especially looking for, to help in this important way. 

Along similar lines you may have also seen in the news re-

cently, the initiative which has been running in Colchester of a 

free coat being offered to anyone who needs one. There is a 

clothes rail set up outside a shop in the town centre, and peo-

ple are invited to either take a coat if they need one, or do-

nate a spare cost if they would like to. It is a simple yet highly 

effective idea, also aimed at helping other people. 

From the world's view, one of the most interesting or mean-

ingful dates in February is quite possibly  the 14th.– Valen-

tine's Day. Now I'm not going to delve deeply into the history 

of it too much, but briefly, St Valentine is usually identified as 

a Roman saint who was martyred in or around the year 273, 

whilst persecution was still taking place in the relatively early 

church. Valentine is said to have blessed the unions (or mar-

riages) of many young Christian couples. Today the occasion 

is associated with couples expressing their love to one anoth-

er with lots of cards, gifts, and flowers among other things 

promoted for sale in shops and online retailers. 

But as we're drawn to think about love and what it means to 

us, and how this might be expressed to our nearest and dear-

est, I believe that we're invited to consider the depth of the 

love of God too. It is most likely that we will then think of the 

love shown for humanity by Jesus on the Cross. But we're not 

quite at Lent yet. But we might also recall the words of Jesus 

toward the end of the parable of the sheep and the goats. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 

25:40).The season of Christmas and the explicit gift-giving 

season may now have past, but there are all sorts of ways we 
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can still give to others, often in ways which are possible for us 

to . Be that the donation of an unused hat or coat to someone 

in need, or by giving our time to others by way of care or 

simply by being a listening ear. But whatever we do, we do it 

not only for the person (s) we are helping, but also for God 

and as an expression of his love for all people – whoever they 

are.   Paul Watkin. 

The 50/50 Club December 2016 winners   
 

1st Jenny Turner,    2nd Jack Prime,   3rd Kay Gardner.  
 

**************************** 

From the Registers January 2017 

Weddings  None  

Funerals   

Burial 11th January 2017 

Alice Fanny Damment 

Christenings  None 

************************** 

Collects and Reading For Frbruary 2017 

5th Feb. 4th Sunday before Lent 

All Age Service 

Readings 

Isaiah 58:1-9a, 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12, 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Collect 

Lord of the hosts of heaven, 

our salvation and our strength, 

without you we are lost: 

guard us from all that harms or hurts 

and raise us when we fall; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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12th Feb. 3rd Sunday before Lent  

HC with Sunday School 

Readings 
Ecclesiasticus 15:15-end 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37 
Collect 
Eternal God, 

whose Son went among the crowds 

and brought healing with his touch: 

help us to show his love, 

in your Church as we gather together, 

and by our lives as they are transformed 

      into the image of Christ our Lord 
 

19th Feb. 2nd Sunday before Lent 

Matins 

Readings 
Genesis 1:1-2.3 

Romans 8:18-25 

Matthew 6:25 to end 
Collect 
Almighty God, 

give us reverence for all creation 

and respect for every person, 

that we may mirror your likeness 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

26th Feb. Sunday Next Before Lent 

Holy Communion 

Readings 
Exodus 24:12-end 

2 Peter 1:16-end 

Matthew 17:1-9 
Collect 

Holy God, 

you know the disorder of our sinful lives: 
set straight our crooked hearts, 

and bend our wills to love your goodness 

      and your glory 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd JANUARY 2017 

Present:  Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Clark and 

Prime. 

Also present:  Parish Clerk and 5 members of the public. 

Matters for Discussion 

Casual vacancy 

The closing date for the receipt of requests for an election was 30th 

December 2016. There had been no request for an election, there-

fore, the council can co-opt a new councillor, to take place at the Feb-

ruary meeting following the advertising of the vacancy. 

Tarecroft Wood – footpath access & car park off Rickstones Road 

ECC has begun to undertake improvement works to this area but fol-

lowing concerns raised by a resident, questions have been sent to 

ECC by the Chairman as to the quality of the work completed to date. 

To consider the use/sale of the council’s unused mower 

It was agreed that the Clerk advertise locally that the mower is for 

sale “as seen” with a guide price of £250.00. 

Highways maintenance 

Amey/Highways England have given notice of the upcoming mainte-

nance works on the A120 and A12 to commence on Monday 9th Janu-

ary until May 2017. 

The road surface pointer sign to the A12 along Oak Road has again 

been reported to ECC for repainting. 

The warning sign in advance of the bends on Rickstones Road near 

the Rectory Lane junction is still awaiting replacement by ECC. 

Dysfunctional lighting along Henry Dixon Road in Rivenhall End has 

been reported by the Chairman to ECC. 

General maintenance 

The Clerk will meet with both of the new litter-pickers in order to fur-

ther explain the work details and to issue HiViz vests and picker 

sticks. All necessary insurance had been confirmed as being covered 

by the council’s existing policy. 

Planning Results 

16/01678/FUL: Extension etc. – Barley Croft, Oak Road, Rivenhall 

End. 
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Application granted by BDC. 

Planning Appeals 

There were no new appeals to be considered, but the appeal re 

lighting at Rivenhall Oaks Golf Course is still ongoing and of interest 

following complaints received from a local resident. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 

A public consultation re the A120 options commences on 17th Janu-

ary 2017 and will run for 8 weeks with residents being able to give 

feedback by filling in an online/hard copy questionnaire or by writ-

ing and sending their views via email and post. Information will also 

be available at 11 public information events, including at Rivenhall 

Motel (6th Feb.), Silver End Village Hall (30th Jan.) and Spring 

Lodge Centre Witham (11th Feb.) 

BDC Local Plan 

BDC has postponed its special meeting to adopt the Draft Plan from 

February to June. 

From the BDC Local Plan meeting on 15th December it would ap-

pear that the parish council’s views had been noted and both of the 

further large sites – Cressing Road and at the golf course are NOT 

recommended by officers. 

Rivenhall Airfield – Waste Incinerator 

Just before Christmas the Environment Agency issued its permit de-

cision which was to refuse the application to operate the proposed 

waste plant. 

Separately, the application to build pipework and plant to extract 

water from the River Blackwater was approved by ECC. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – Following the deci-

sion of the ECC Cabinet Member to turn down the weight 

restriction scheme on the basis of one landowner com-

plaining about access to a field, the Chairman submitted 

a Call-In request, which ECC confirmed was successful. 

The next stage will be an informal hearing with the Cabi-

net Member in early January 2017, after which it may go 

to Committee. 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – Discussions 

continue regarding a possible reintroduction of the origi-
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nal proposal for a 40mph “buffer” zone. 

c. Rectory Lane – a new scheme to limit access at the south-

ern end of Rectory Lane to pedestrians and cyclists has 

been submitted. 

d. Oak Road - a new scheme has been submitted to try to 

address the problem of HGVs ignoring the weight and 

height warnings going down Oak Road to the railway 

bridge. Numerous residents have complained recently, po-

lice called, etc as HGVs try to reverse back causing chaos. 

The 2 suggestions to the BDLHP are to liaise with all 

satnav providers to detail the road as unsuitable for HGVs 

and to install some form of height warning system be-

tween the Rickstones Road junction and Hoo Hall Lodge to 

alert drivers to go no further if they are in over-height ve-

hicles. 

 (e) Having received a request from a resident, the Chairman 

agreed to submit a new scheme request for “Beware Hors-

es” warning signs along Rickstones Road. 

Finance 

To formally agree the Budget and Precept figures for 2017/2018 

It was unanimously agreed that the Council’s Precept for 2017/18 

be confirmed at £9,500 as per the minutes of the precept meeting 

held on 14th December. 

Information exchange and items for the October Agenda 

 The next meeting of the BDLHP to be held on 19th January. 

 The Annual Report should include information regarding future 

Precepts in view of the BDC grant reduction to zero in 2 years 

time. 

 Albert Moss children’s play area – follow up re BDC inspection 

and possible fencing is required. It was reported that there is 

ample signage regarding the need to control dogs. 

 The Chairman reported two more RTAs along Church Road/Park 

Road since the last meeting. 

 RPFA AGM - Cllr. Wright agreed to attend on behalf of the coun-

cil on 31st January. 

 The Chairman has requested BDC to clear the litter, including 

asbestos piping, around the lay-by on Henry Dixon Road. 
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10 Minutes Public Feedback 

Members were informed of the passing of Mrs. Phyllis Gurton who 

died just after Christmas. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 7th February at Rivenhall Village Hall and 7th March at 

Henry Dixon Hall, both starting at 8pm. 

Sky Notes February 2017 

The Full Moon of 11th February will be eclipsed by the shadow of 

the Earth, but not fully and so this will be a penumbral eclipse with 

only slight dimming of the Moon. It starts at about 10.30 pm and 

ends at just before 3 am on the 12th. It should be possible to see 

some darkening and there may be some reddish colouring, proba-

bly best seen soon after midnight. 

On the 26th there will be an eclipse of the Sun but this will largely 

be an event for observers in the Southern hemisphere. In August 

there will be a major total eclipse of the Sun, widely visible across 

the USA and therefore will attract a lot of media coverage. The next 

solar eclipse that we can look forward to here in Essex will not be 

until the year 2021. 

Venus continues to dazzle in the early evening sky and is at its 

brightest this month. In the middle of February Venus will be best 

seen in the West between 7 and 8 pm. Mars should be visible just 

to the left and slightly above Venus. Towards the end of the month 

the phase of Venus drops below 20% and so this will be an ideal 

time to see our sister planet as a crescent – a good pair of binocu-

lars is all that is needed. Its best to view this as Venus becomes 

visible in twilight in order to minimise the glare from the planet. 

Jupiter makes a return to late evening skies this month. In the later 

half of February Jupiter will be visible after 11 pm low in the South 

East accompanied by the bright star Spica. The waning gibbous 

Moon will be close by the pair on the night of the 15th/16th. 

Also on show in the late evening in the East is the bright orange 

star Arcturus, a sure sign that at last Spring is on its way. Daylight 

advances rapidly during February and by month’s end sunrise is 

before 7 am and sunset is after 5.30 pm. 

Comet 45P makes a relatively close approach to Earth on February 

10th/11th. This small comet will zip past us at a distance of less 

than 8 million miles. Due to being small, it is not expected to be 

visible with the unaided eye. Those able to follow it with binoculars 
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will see it moving rapidly across the sky from night to night as a con-

sequence of its closeness.  

The sudden appearance and unusual motion of comets across the sky 

led ancient peoples to be fearful of them and to invent all sorts of 

consequences when they were seen; good and bad, but mostly bad. 

These covered everything from predictions of war (a fairly safe bet), 

famine and more hopeful predictions such as the coming of leaders of 

genius. It was also of dispute as to what comets were – were they 

part of our atmosphere or true heavenly bodies ? In amongst all the 

astrological meanderings there were some notable thinkers who took 

the evidence such as it was at the time, and came to some sensible 

conclusions. Lucius Seneca, a Roman of the first century AD, was 

both correct and remarkably far sighted in his views. Seneca argued 

correctly that comets were celestial bodies moving on orbits like 

planets and that they might reappear, given time. He also made the 

accurate prediction that “Men will some day be able to demonstrate 

in what regions comets have their paths, why they move so far from 

the planets, what is their size and constitution”. It has taken us until 

the present era, using powerful telescopes and spacecraft to be able 

to do all of those things. 

A perhaps overlooked reason why comets would have been so im-

portant to ancient peoples was that the patterns of stars in the night 

sky, and hence any new “intruders”, would have been very familiar to 

everyone. Before the introduction of artificial external lighting, all 

across the world the full glory of the night sky would have been on 

show, every clear night. But we are now witnessing a very rapid 

spread of light pollution over towns and cities, and increasingly eat-

ing into the countryside, erasing the natural sight of a star-filled sky 

and so it is now very rare for a comet to be bright enough to be seen 

in built-up areas. The benefits of lighting are many, but poor design 

and wasteful use are now endemic. Government could introduce sen-

sible regulations that both encourage good design and prevent bad 

practice, but currently the majority of new lights installed are effec-

tively outside of any control.   

 

Sky Watcher 
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End to End Nature Care. 

For our January meeting people were invited to bring along 

their digital images from 2016 to have them screen projected 

and to give a brief description of each. The sheer diversity of 

how the images were captured – from a smartphone to an ar-

ray of digital cameras including an intra-red trail camera and 

nestbox camera – served to demonstrate how flexible the tech-

nology is nowadays and I am sure those presenting photo-

graphs, myself included,  are happy to concede that the level 

of knowledge required is perhaps much less nowadays too.  

The content of the images varied too, providing much of inter-

est and often prompting discussion. Martin Andrews was first 

up and showed several landscape images of the area between 

Silver End and Kelvedon, a large part of the countryside which 

is of course currently under threat of development from a num-

ber of angles. Allan Gray, one of the keener and more experi-

enced photographers in our ranks, then displayed a marvellous 

array of images, most of them local (including plenty taken 

during our group’s events) but others from time spent in North 

Devon where Allan observed a wonderful array of plant species 

in particular. Amongst Allan’s local pictures where many of his 

favourite insect subjects, notably glowworms, Lepidoptera 

(butterflies and moths) and Odonata (dragonflies and damsel-

flies); he also showed a short film of a hummingbird hawkmoth 

feeding.  

Wilson Kerr also showed some film, shot at night with an infra-

red trail camera which is motion-activated. This demonstrated 

how accessible such projects are now, with Wilson having cap-

tured some very clear and enjoyable footage of foxes and vari-

ous other species. He also showed several stills from coverage 

of breeding tits in a nestbox fitted with a camera, having fol-

lowed them all the way through from nest-building and laying a 

clutch of 8 eggs to the sole surviving fledgling departing, which 

was truly fascinating and again showed what can be achieved 

by the amateur nowadays. 
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Yours truly then displayed various images taken throughout the 

year, not just locally but on trips to Orkney, South Devon and 

Victoria in Australia. Highlights for me were the admittedly ra-

ther distant though still recognisable views of stone curlews 

from Cavenham Heath in Cambridgeshire (which I had been 

wanting to see for some time) and the single image of a white-

letter hairstreak taken during the group’s very successful but-

terfly safari in Silver End in the summer. 2016 had been a no-

table photography year for me as it started with me owning 

one camera which I managed to leave on a beach in Orkney 

and so ended with it being replaced with two different cameras.  

Last up was Ann Kerr, another of our keen photographers who 

displayed a number of images centred on our group activities, 

closing the evening nicely by reminding us what an active and 

enjoyable year 2016 had been, and filling us with hope for 

2017. For me they demonstrated in particular the passage of 

the seasons, with wonderful views of spring flowers, high sum-

mer insects and late summer sunsets, topped of with some 

very recent images showing how arid things have been in the 

latter part of 2016, with the Kerrs’ pond being quite dry. 

Coming up in the next couple of months we have some presen-

tations on overseas travels: details below. They are at 8pm at 

Silver End Bowls Club, with a £2 charge per head. For more de-

tails contact me, Simon Taylor, on 01621 810141 or 07947 

388180 or via email at simon@e2e.silverend.org or visit our 

website www.e2e.silverend.org where you can also see some of 

the photographs from last year’s activities. 

15th February 2017  “The other side of Florida”: a talk 

by “friend of the group” Jen Lith-

erland on travelling in the west-

ern coast of Florida. 

 

15th March 2017 “A visit to the Garden Island”: 

Andrew & Jane Moss will give a 

talk on their experiences on the 

Atlantic island of Madeira.  
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The WI review of the Year 

 

Looking back at 2016 it is pleasing to report 

that we have again seen an increase in mem-

bership, this year has seen our members enjoy a variety of speak-

ers that have been thought provoking and most enjoyable, The 

highlight of the year was the village 90th celebrations in April and 

our 1940’s corner house tea room, June again saw members at la-

dies day at Chelmsford City Racecourse which hopefully will be-

come an annual event  in our calendar? 

At the beginning of December along with other village organisa-

tions we took part in the community Christmas event where again 

we saw the village come together to celebrate the beginning of 

Christmas with the WI ladies serving mince pies, sausage rolls and 

mulled punch and the Decembers meeting saw the members enjoy 

an evening of carol singing, and socialising with a buffet and other 

music, members were also given a preview of the programme of 

events for 2017. 

The first meeting of the New Year members were given a talk from 

Nicky Browne entitled “you can become a confident public speaker 

at any age” which was very well received. 

Looking forward to February’s meeting our guest speakers are 

Phoebe and Isabelle who will talk to us about “producing ethical 

underwear”. 

New members are always welcome and our meetings take place on 

the third monday of the month at St Francis Church Silver End and 

start at 7:30. Please come along and join us. 

There are many activities and visits planned for the year, if you 

would like more information please contact our Secretary Brenda 

Warnes on 07931548193 

Marie Galley,  President  

 

A12 Widening Consultation 

In the December magazine I mentioned the plans for the Widening 

of the A12. These plans were duly published on Monday 23rd of 

January 2017. if you want to study the detailed report and the pro-

posed alternative routes then go to:- 
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http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a12-chelmsford-to-a120-

widening-scheme/ 

This scheme along with the Options D and E of the proposed A120 

scheme which can be viewed at www.a120essex.co.uk 

affect the environment and nature of Rivenhall and Rivenhall End.  

Firstly the A120 options D and E run along the Edge of Bradwell 

quarry between Silver End and Bradwell, Rivenhall Airfield and the 

quarry workings. The dual carriageway will cross Park Gate Road 

half way between Park Road and Hollow Road the “Back Road” to 

Kelvedon. The road will join the A12 at Junction 22 the Kelvedon 

South Junction. In most cases the road is a good Half mile to a 

mile away from populated areas of Rivenhall, Silver End and Riv-

enhall End. The exception is the properties along Park Road Lead-

ing up to Park Gate Road where the Road could be as close as a 

quarter of a mile.  

Moving on to the A12 Widening there are 2 options being proposed 

for the road around Rivenhall End (there are 4 options altogether) 

and these can be summarised as follows:- 

1. A new Rivenhall bypass running along Colemans Farm Gravel 

Pits behind the Rivenhall Hotel and behind Durwards hall (or 

that is what it looks like). 

2. Widening the Existing road through the middle of Rivenhall 

End. This would involve significant demolition of property and 

businesses. 

There are a number of local events for consultation and exchange 

of ideas planned as follows:-  

 Thur. 2nd of February Silver End Village Hall 1pm to 8 pm 

 Monday 6th of February The Rivenhall Hotel 1 pm to 8 pm 

 Saturday 11th  February Spring Lodge Community Centre 

Witham 11 am to 5 pm 

It is suggested that all those who feel they need to contribute to 

the discussions should attend one or more of the above events. I 

am sure that most Rivenhall End residents would favour a bypass  

so if you want to exchange ideas and consider a common approach 

with regards to Rivenhall / Rivenhall End then please contact me 

Peter Hope phope02@gmail.com or John Macrae 

johnmacrae2000@gmail.com we will definitely attend on the 6th 

Feb. and will represent the widest possible views for those who 

cannot attend personally. 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. Collins& Sons Funeral  

Directors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 
Established Over 100 Years & Now in Our Fifth Generation 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 

Gemma Burdon (Cert FP FIFDC) 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

  Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing homes 

Established for 10 years with a reliable 

and friendly service. I am now doing 

home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick nails,Nail 

trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 

 

TELEPHONE 01376 519036 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The Club's first meeting of the year will be in Rivenhall village hall 

on Tuesday 14th February 2017 at 7.30 pm. The speaker will be 

Brian Cradwick who will talk about Cacti. Competitions will be: 

Horticultural — A bowl of flowering bulbs. Domestic — 3 cup cakes 

for Valentines Day. Flower of the Month. Entrance is £1 to include 

refreshment. The annual membership subscription is £5. We are a 

small, friendly club and new members and visitors are always 

welcome. For further details please contact the Club Secretary on 

01376 512781. 

 

Essex Community Messaging (ECM)  
 

Essex Community Messaging (ECM) is a 

messaging system that allows Essex 

Police, the Police and Crime 

Commissioner (PCC) and Neighbourhood 

Watch (NHW) to send targeted crime 

prevention advice and community safety information quickly 

and efficiently to specific communities. Messages can be sent 

by email, or received on a Smartphone App, and for matters 

of emergency via text and voice messages.  

ECM can be widely used to assist in the investigation of 

policing incidents such as critical incidents; searching for high

-risk missing people; to advise regarding road closures as a 

result of road traffic collisions; information regarding stolen 

vehicles or burglaries in local areas. It can also be used to 

update people with good news/results and much more.  

In addition to 500 Police and staff, 60 Neighbourhood Watch 

Co-ordinators across the county have also been trained to 

send out local Messages on ECM to their local communities 

and NHW members. 

You can view previous alerts sent out in your area and 

register at www.essexcommunitymessaging.org.  

Alternatively if you want any further information or advice 

then you can contact Jeff Appleby the ECM coordinator at 

jeff.appleby@essex.pnn.police.uk 

http://www.essexcommunitymessaging.org
mailto:jeff.appleby@essex.pnn.police.uk
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Turning the pages of History 
 

Research by Tracy Taylor 
 

For the month of February, covering the goings on and events 

from end-to-end we start in 1884 with the gales that effected 

our area.  Several trees were uprooted and some of the 

cottages belonging to Mr. G. Taber were damaged.  The worse 

damage was done when the village smithy (Rivenhall End) 

was blown over, and the house occupied by the smith was 

greatly damaged. 

1927 a christening was held at Rivenhall Parish Church of the 

first baby born in the Garden City of Silver End.  The baby was 

named Valentine and the proud parents Mr & Mrs Lewis gave 

the honour to Mr. V. G. Crittall of the Crittall Manufacturing 

Company to become godfather to their son. 

The Witham Co-operative Society held its Annual Cinema 

Concert in the Church Hall, Rivenhall in 1938.  These events 

were held in many villages around the district and were all 

well attended.  The programme was interesting and 

appreciated.   Mr. T. Johnson, president, spoke at each 

concert and thanked members for their support. 

On the 4th February this year we have our Annual Burn’s 

Supper celebrations held at Silver End, Village Hall.  It would 

seem that it was just as popular in 1940 when a Burn’s Night 

Dance was held in the same hall.  Mr. W. Bedford was the 

M.C. and Mr Donald Sutherland with his pipes and assisted the 

band.   

February 1959 the Rivenhall Church P.C.C. decided at its last 

meeting to erect a metal gate in memory of Mr. Charles Scott.  

They hoped that the gate will be dedicated at the 11 am 

service on Sunday 22nd February.  The existing wooden gate – 

which is in quite good condition, is for sale to anyone who 

makes a reasonable offer. 
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Travels in Asia “Vietnam Hanoi & Halon Bay”  

By Clare Hope 

Last  year(2016) 8 friends had “ the holiday of a lifetime “. I had no 

idea what to expect and as the holiday became a reality I must say I 

was apprehensive Three weeks away from family and friends 

seemed like a life time and I am not known for being adventurous!     

After a twelve hour flight  from Gatwick  and a long  wait at airports, 

for connecting flights  we eventually arrived in Hanoi, the capitol of 

Vietnam. Hanoi is described as a blend of old world charm with the 

dynamic bustle of new Asia. The transfer to our hotel was an 

experience. I have never seen so many scooters, carrying up to four 

people (very few wearing helmets), televisions  balloons or large 

boxes ,amazing. As yet there is no organised public transport 

system and few people own or can afford cars  but nobody walks , 

except the tourists, they just use scooters! (See Pictures inside 

Cover) 

There is a time difference between the U k and Vietnam  of between 

7 and 8 hours depending on the time of year .Not only did we need 

to readjust to that, we needed to get used to temperatures of 34 

degrees, thank goodness for air conditioning ! The  currency used in 

Hanoi are Dongs (if you’re a “Pointless” fan like me this is a good 

answer when the question is about currencies).  1 pound is about 

28,000 dong so we were careful when spending money in shops that 

that we were charged the correct amount , ‘tourists are fair game 

for the currency trick.  (3000 instead of 30000  to the pound). 

Our tour guides had all grown up in Vietnam and were all excellent 

speakers of English with very good knowledge of the places we 

visited.   

On day two we were ready to explore, starting our tour at the 

Temple of Literature Vietnam’s first university constructed in 1070 

The gardens and the architecture offer a glimpse of Vietnam’s past.  

There we saw students in brightly coloured graduation gowns having 

their photographs taken as they celebrated the completion of their 

degree courses (If the young men go to university they are exempt 

from doing National Service). 

We continued to the west lake one of the oldest Buddhist pagodas in 

Hanoi, Tran Quoc and the nearby Taoist  temple of Quan Thanh. 

Tran Quoc is the oldest pagoda in Hanoi and houses some valuable 
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Buda statues.  There are 100 large and small Temples or pagodas 

in Hanoi and although Vietnam is developing more and more the 

Temples remain unchanged,  being very ornate and well preserved.   

After lunch we went on to visit the Old Quarter, also known as the 

36 Streets, each street representing a trade such as tin street , 

china street (pottery), silk street . These narrow streets and alleys 

are home to thousands of small businesses, shopkeepers and 

overcrowded homes. Health and safety does not exist, meat is sold 

in the hot sun, there are no fridges. There is a wide variety of fresh 

fruit and vegetables which we enjoyed every day. Some I had never 

seen let alone tasted before, dragon fruit and Jack fruit plus various 

types of Lychee such as Rambutan and Longan. Although we did 

not have Durian fruit which has a pungent smell. Scooters park on 

pavements and pedestrians walk in the narrow roads dodging the 

scooters both parked and being driven! Locals don’t walk anywhere 

as they all have scooters. 

It is only just now that Vietnam is able to pick up from  the events 

of the past. In 1884 Vietnam became a French Colony  ,then in 

1945 the Viet Minh ousted the French from power Ho Chi Minh a 

Vietnamese Minh leader proclaimed independence but the French 

fought back and  it wasn’t until 1954 that the French were finally 

defeated.  The country was split into two, the communist north 

supported by China and anti-communist south, supported by the 

US. This caused unrest and lead to a long costly war which finally 

ended when the US withdrew in 1975 and a unified Viet Nam was 

formed on the 30th of April 1975. Peter when at university took 

part in many demonstrations against the War including being 

moved on by the Police when busking in Trafalgar Square. In the 

end  ,the war only held up the recovery of the Vietnamese economy 

following  the 2nd world war and achieved nothing for its people.  

Hanoi is a busy chaotic city, it is the seat of Government and has 

many of the Buildings related to government. The people work hard 

and gradually parts of  the city are being rebuilt. With this it is 

becoming more prosperous creating jobs and better lives for those 

living there. Tourism has grown dramatically and its value to the 

economy has doubled since 2005. Gradually the city is making 

great strives forward and lets hope in time it will be the clean 

modern city the locals wish for.  
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The next day we left Hanoi for the long drive to Halong Bay 100 

miles away , stopping off at a pearl factory but not buying any! 

Unusually the temperature dropped to 15 degrees too cold for 

shorts and quite different to the temperatures we would 

experience in Saigon which is in the south of the country. Halong 

bay is different from anything I  have ever seen (see picture inside 

cover). Made a world Heritage site in 1994, the limestone pillars 

and tiny islets topped by mini rain forests, rise from the emerald 

waters like fingers from the South China Sea As we cruised along 

we could see a patch work of rice fields and villages across the Red 

river delta. We visited the floating village of Cua Van where 

fishermen lived in floating shacks along the shore line. The variety 

of fish available is amazing, Red Snapper being a very popular 

choice on the menu some of our party ate this fish and claimed it 

was delicious. 

 We stopped off at Luon Cave a stone archway low to the water by 

kayak as we walked into the cave we could see the enclosed lake 

and a group of limestone mountains surrounding the emerald 

waters. The cave is about 60 meters  long, 4 meters wide with 

plenty of head room and space to explore. 

We were just at the beginning of our holiday and I have so much 

more I would like to share with you over the next few months  Our 

next stop was Hoi An  With a population of 120,000, it is 

recognised as an exceptionally well preserved example of a South 

East Asian trading port dating from the 15th to the 19th century and 

was one of the many  highlights of the trip.  

 

Lent Course starting Monday 6th March 
 
This year’s Lent course will be from Tuesday the 7th March through 

to Tuesday 4th of April (that is the 4th, 14th, 21st ,28th March and 4th 

April) 

Last year we had some very interesting and lively discussions on 

God and the environment identifying 99 passages in the Bible 

related to the Environment. Full details will follow in the March 

Magazine. 
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Funny Insurance Claims 

 "I was driving along the motorway when the police pulled me 

over onto the hard shoulder. Unfortunately I was in the 

middle lane and there was another car in the way.."  

 "Going to work at 7am this morning I drove out of my drive 

straight into a bus. The bus was 5 minutes early.."  

 "The accident happened because I had one eye on the lorry 

in front, one eye on the pedestrian and the other on the car 

behind."  

 Q: Could either driver have done anything to avoid the 

accident? A: Travelled by bus?  

 The claimant had collided with a cow. The questions and 

answers on the claim form were - Q: What warning was 

given by you? A: Horn. Q: What warning was given by the 

other party? A: Moo. 

 "I was going at about 70 or 80 mph when my girlfriend on 

the pillion reached over and grabbed my testicles so I lost 

control."  

 Q: Do you engage in motorcycling, hunting or any other 

pastimes of a hazardous nature? A: "I Watch the Lottery 

Show and listen to Terry Wogan."  

 "First car stopped suddenly, second car hit first car and a haggis 

ran into the rear of second car." "Windscreen broken. Cause 

unknown. Probably Voodoo." "The car in front hit the pedestrian 

but he got up so I hit him again" 

 

Lessons We can Learn From Geese  

On the cover this month our photograph shows a flock of geese flying 

over Rivenhall End here are some lessons we can learn from geese:- 

As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird behind it. 

By flying in a V-formation, the whole flock adds 71 percent more flying 

range than if each bird flew alone. 

Lesson: People who share a common direction and sense of 
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community can get where they are going quicker and easier 

when they are traveling on the thrust of one another. 

When a goose gets sick, wounded, or shot down, two geese drop out of 
formation and follow it down. They stay with the goose to help and 

protect it until it is able to fly again or dies. Then they launch out with 

another formation to catch up with the flock. 

Lesson: If we have as much sense as geese, we will stand by 

each other. 

Whenever a goose falls out of the formation, it suddenly feels the drag 

and resistance of trying to fly alone and quickly gets back into 

formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird in front. 

Lesson: If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in 

formation with those who are headed where we want to go. 

When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back into the formation and 

another goose flies at the point position. 

Lesson: It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing 

leadership. 

The geese in formation honk from behind to encourage those up front 

to keep up their speed. 

Lesson: We need to make sure our honking from behind is 

encouraging- -not something less than helpful. 

 

***************************************** 

Hayter Self Propelled Mower For Sale  

£250 ono 

Contact Rivenhall Parish Clerk  

Keith Taylor  

Phone 01376 516975 Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net 

************************************ 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 07749 657390 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Feb Wed 1st  15th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  

Oak Stores  Sam and Kirsty Norman 618659 
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Also Brian Gillion Chair  583706 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



TV’s and Balloons on the back 

of scooters!  

Caption Competition:-  

Dave is getting a leg up from Oli-

ver 

Amusing  captions  please! 

The Mysterious 

Islands of 

Halong Bay 




